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Black Spot Books Celebrates 1st Anniversary, New Partnerships
NEW JERSEY (NOVEMBER 12, 2018) – Black Spot Books, an independent press specializing in
speculative fiction, celebrates its first anniversary this month, along with a new distribution
partnership and a 2019 catalog of upcoming titles from award-winning authors, new voices, and
sequels to several of the house’s first year best sellers.
Since launching in November 2017, Black Spot Books opened its doors in January 2018 with a
frontlist of engaging novels from fresh American voices, many by debut authors. With a growing
catalog of titles that span from urban fantasy, to dystopian futures, historical fiction, and
psychological thrillers, Black Spot Books has thrived by carving a niche in the market and building
partnerships, including its relationship with literary publicity group Smith Publicity, and its new
exclusive distribution partnership with Small Press United and the Independent Publishers Group.
The most rewarding aspect of the past year, says Black Spot Books Owner and Publisher Lindy Ryan,
has been in doing exactly what she set out to do: operate under the guiding principles of passion,
creativity, and investment in the long-term success of books and their authors. “We wanted to forge a
new publishing company that focused on bringing great new books to market from authors who may
not have found a home with the large publishing houses” says Ryan.
“Our culture as a publisher is based on collaboration, both internally with our authors and team
members, and with the industry at large. As we’ve solidified our place in the publishing community,
our efforts have been guided by our passions as book lovers first and producers second. We’ve
brought fresh new voices to market, published boundary-challenging fiction from new and emerging
writers who have stories we believe in—and that’s exactly what we will continue to do.”
Keeping sights set on long-term success, Black Spot Books has entered an exclusive distribution
partnership with Small Press United, a division of the Independent Publishers Group, the distributor
renowned for bringing titles to an industry-wide level through the widest variety of sales channels.
Global distribution will continue through Ingram, with the same high level of quality and service that
buyers have come to expect from Black Spot Books in its first year. For publisher brand and titlespecific marketing, Black Spot Books also plans to maintain and expand its ongoing relationship
with Smith Publicity.
Ending the year with the highly-anticipated political dystopian title The Absolved (Dec 2018) from
Matthew Binder, Black Spot Books’ 2019 catalog will feature new titles from award-winning and
debut authors, including the houses’ first young adult science-fiction title, Apocalypse Five (Feb
2019) by USA Today best-selling author Stacey Rourke and The Hungry Ghost (June 2019) a
magical realism thriller from debut author Dalena Storm. Sequels, too, are coming in 2019 from
Black Spot Books. Fans of Sam Hooker’s Terribly Serious Darkness series (Peril in the Old Country)
can look forward to Soul Remains in April, as well as And Then There Were Dragons, the second
installment in Alcy Leyva’s Shades of Hell Series (And Then There Were Crows), planned for July.

“I am grateful for the support and community we’ve built in our first year at Black Spot Books,” says
Ryan. “Building a new small press from scratch is a labor of love, and it truly takes a team of
dedicated, creative, and passionate people. I couldn’t be happier with where we’ve ended our first
year as the new kid on the block, and I am looking forward to continuing to be part of this industry
for many years to come.”

ABOUT BLACK SPOT BOOKS:
Black Spot Books is a traditional small-press publisher specializing in speculative fiction, including
titles in dark humor, fantasy, paranormal and horror. Learn more about Black Spot Books at
http://www.blackspotbooks.com.
ABOUT SMALL PRESS UNITED:
Small Press United (SPU) is a major distribution option, for new and small publishers, from IPG, the
independent press distributor renowned for bringing titles to an industry-wide level through the
widest variety of sales channels. SPU shares IPG’s sales force throughout the U.S. and Canada
to reach thousands of accounts, including chain and independent bookstores, online retailers,
national wholesalers, library and specialty wholesalers, gift and specialty retail, museums, and more.

Learn more about Black Spot Books at www.blackspotbooks.com and connect on
Twitter @BlackSpotBooks, Instagram @BlackSpotBooks), and Facebook
(www.facebook.com/BlackSpotBooks/).
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